
Ruth Thomas-Squance, MPH, PhD.
Build Healthy Places Network
Rural Health Capital Resource Council, June 11th, 2024

Partnering for Health Justice 

Frameworks for Action

1



2 Build Healthy Places Network

Introduction

Ruth Thomas-Squance, PhD, MPH
Co-Executive Director
Build Healthy Places Network



RHCRC Sprint Session 7



The Build Healthy Places Network

We are the national center at the intersection of community 

development and health, leading a movement to accelerate 

investments and speed and spread solutions for building 

healthy and prosperous communities.
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Health Happens in 
Neighborhoods



Adapted from ‘Systems Thinking and Race’: john a. powell and Connie Cagampang Heller

‘A framework for seeing 

interrelationships rather 

than things, for seeing 

‘patterns of change’ rather 

than static ‘snapshots.’
- Peter Senge
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Vital Conditions for Health & Wellbeing



Source: Milstein, B. et al, Health Affairs, Feb 2023

Urgent services alone, will 
not produce thriving.



Partnerships to address 
drivers of health inequities



Why strategic cross sector partnerships?

● Utilizing informal networks to bridge formal sectors

● Facilitate combined efforts to address the challenges in 

attracting capital

● Allows for community knowledge to drive solutions

● Creates holistic picture with data across sectors

● Share risk and reward





Primer: Engaging with Community Development for Health Equity



Public Health Primer

● Explains the vital conditions for health and wellbeing

● Introduces the Community Development Sector

● Roles the Public Health Sector can play in multi-sector partnerships

● Includes a Partner Finder for you to discover partners in YOUR region

● Case Studies of successful multi-sector partnerships 
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How can communities play a central role in analysis 

and use of data, to reflect their unique lived 

experiences, historical context and inform 

community health needs?
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Why Community Driven Data?

● Grounding data and evaluation in the expertise & experience 

communities through community driven data practices 

produces stronger research and more actionable information.

● Bringing communities to the table informs equitable and just 

strategies for healthy communities

● Builds community power through the process





Give me a place to stand, 

and a lever long enough, 

and I will move the world.
Archimedes

Multi-sector partnerships are 
‘our lever long enough’



BuildHealthyPlaces.org

@BHPNetwork

linkedin.com/company/

Build-Healthy-Places-Network

20rthomassquance@buildhealthyplaces.org
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