
 

 

 

NOSORH Annual Meeting 2021 
Draft Agenda 

 

Tuesday, October 12th, 2021 
5:00 – 6:00 PM New SORH Learning Session 

5:00 – 7:00 PM Registration Open 

6:00 – 7:30 PM Opening Reception 

Wednesday, October 13th, 2021 
7:00 – 9:00 AM BREAKFAST 

7:30 – 9:00 AM REGISTRATION  

9:00 – 9:15 AM Welcome  Teryl Eisinger, Executive Director 

NOSORH 

9:15 – 9:45 AM Opening Session Eugene P Heslin, MD, FAAFP 

First Deputy Commissioner  

New York State Department of Health 

9:45 – 10:30 AM NOSORH Update  NOSORH Staff 

  

10:30 – 11:00 AM BREAK WITH PARTNERS 

11:00 – 11:45 AM Federal Office of Rural Health Policy Update 

 

Tom Morris, Associate Administrator for Rural 

Health Policy 

Health Resources and Services Administration 

11:45 – 12:30 PM Awards Ceremony 

 

Facilitated by: 

Cathleen McElligott, Director, Massachusetts 

Office of Rural Health  

Margaret Brockman, Director, Nebraska Office of 

Rural Health  

 

12:30 – 2:00 PM LUNCH  

2:00 – 2:45 PM  Breakout Sessions  

1. Communicating Health Literacy 

2. Introduction to Graduate Medical Education 

3. Adventures on the Journey to Value 

 

 

2:45 – 3:15 PM BREAK WITH PARTNERS  

3:15 – 4:15 PM Candid Conversation with Brian Alexander and Michelle 

Rathman – Based on Brian’s Best-Selling Book, “The 

Hospital.”  

 Moderated by: Michelle Rathman, President and CEO 

Impact! Communications 

Brian Alexander, Author 

“The Hospital”  

 

4:15 PM Adjourn and Group Photo  

6:00 PM Off Site Event  

Thursday, October 14th, 2021 
7:00 – 9:00 AM BREAKFAST  

9:00 – 10:00 AM Panel: Emergency Preparedness for RHCs and Rural 

Healthcare Providers  

Kate Hill, VP Clinic Division,  

The Compliance Team  

10:00 – 10:45 PM Policy Update Andrew Coats, Shareholder 

Hall Render Killian Heath and Lyman 

Harvey Licht, Senior Associate 

Valera Consulting Group  

10:45 – 11:15 AM BREAK WITH PARTNERS  

11:15 – 12:00 PM Breakout Sessions  



 

 

 

 

1. Center for Optimizing Rural Health 

 

 

2. Multi-Sector Rural Health Partnerships with  

Community Development; Moving From Ideas to 

Collaboration 

 

3. LGBTQ: How Proud Are You?  

 

 

TBD 

 

 

Dr. Ruth Thomas-Squance, Senior Director of Field Building 

Ashley Hernandez, Communications and Outreach Specialist 

Build Healthy Places Network 

 

Shannon Whittington, CEO 

Whittington Consulting 

12:00 – 12:15 PM ROOM TRANSITION  

12:15 – 12:45 PM NOSORH Membership Meeting NOSORH Board 

12:45 – 2:15 PM LUNCH  

2:15 – 3:00 PM Breakout Sessions 

 

1. Rural Public Health a New Focus of State Offices of 

Rural Health 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Educating Providers and Community on Rural Mental 

Health 

 

 

 

3. The Telehealth Resource Centers: Response to 

COVID-19 and Beyond (How does not being part of 

FORHP change their work going forward?) 

 

 

Gerald J. Ackerman, Director  

Nevada State Office of Rural Health  

Dr. John Packham, Associate Dean of the Office of 

Statewide Initiatives and Associate Professor in the 

Department of Internal Medicine  

University of Nevada, Reno School of Medicine 

 

Per Ostmo, Outreach Specialist 

Dr. Shawnda Schroeder, Associate Professor 

Center for Rural Health at the University of North 

Dakota 

 

Dr. Kathy Hsu Wibberly, Director,  

Mid-Atlantic, Telehealth Resource Center 

Dr. Matt McCullough, Principal Investigator,  

Northwest Regional Telehealth Resource Center 

 

3:00 – 3:15 PM ROOM TRANSITION  

3:15 – 4:00 PM Refocusing Leadership Teams on Strategy Robert Zondag, Senior Manager  

Wipfli  

  

4:00 – 4:45 PM SORH Panel: Expanding SORH Funding TBD  

4:45 – 5:30 PM Stroudwater General Session 

 

TBD 

5:30 PM Wrap up – Evaluations 

 

 

5:30 PM Adjourn  


