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Today’s Presenter

London Burress-Kimbrugh, MA, EMTP
Community Health Education Coordinator 
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Our Mission
• Integrate EMS into healthcare

•Expand services, within existing 
scope of practice

•Base interventions on best scientific 
knowledge or best practices

•Develop SUSTAINABLE FUNDING
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How We 
Got Started 
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Our History

•Immunizations

•Biometric screenings

•Asthma

•Care transitions
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Immunization
•MedicVax
•Completed in 2003
•2075 adults immunized in the first

year
•Partnered with health department
•49% did not receive an 

immunization in the previous year
•34% reported that they probably 

would not have been vaccinated 
elsewhere
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Worksite Wellness
•Conducted biometric 
screenings on 20,000+ health 
professionals

•Increase clinical staff receiving 
flu shots

•Consistently ranking high in 
participant satisfaction
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Asthma Program

•Description
•In home visits for 
uninsured patients with 
asthma admission
•4-5 visits
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Asthma
•Asthma education

•Peak flow meter

•PCP follow up

•Action plan

•Trigger management
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Safe Landing Program
•Description
•In home post discharge 
follow-up
•1-2 visits
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Safe Landing Components
•Medication reconciliation

•Personal medical record

•Symptom response plan

•PCP follow up appt
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Safe Landing Referral
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Pittsburgh

CONNECT Community Paramedic Program

• 15 hospitals
• 45 EMS agencies
• 2 health insurance providers
• > 50% COPD readmissions decrease
• $2 Million NET savings
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Current Programs

Legacy

• Referral source: EMS and ED

• Vulnerable

REDO

• Referral source: UPMC Health Plan

• Substance abuse

PORT

• Referral source: EMS and Court Systems

• Substance abuse

MyCC

• Referral source: UPMC Health Plan

• Persistent Mental Health Disorders

IDD

• Referral source: Allegheny County 
Office of Intellectual Disabilities

• Individuals on emergency PUNS
(Prioritization of Urgency of Needs for 
Services) list 
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SAMHSA Grant 
• 4 year grant 

• 6 counties 

• Collaboration with Pitt PERU (Program 
Evaluation and Research Unit) and 
Westmoreland Drug and Alcohol 

• Initial training Opioid Stigma Reduction 

• Training and development of Naloxone 
Leave Behind Program

• Development of Community Paramedic 
Program 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

http://ia-bc.com/training.php?id=4
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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CONNECT Academy 
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Community Partners

•Greater Food Bank of Pittsburgh

•Global Links

•East End Thrift Shop

•Peer Specialist 
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Day in the Life

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

https://researchleap.com/out-of-the-box/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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Keep in Touch ☺

London Burress-Kimbrugh, MA, EMT-P
Community Health Education Coordinator

CONNECT Community Paramedic Program
UPMC Health Plan 
230 McKee Place, Suite 517
Pittsburgh, PA 15213

T 412-647-3666
F 412-647-1512
C 412-694-2010

Kimbrughburressl@upmc.edu

mailto:Kimbrughburressl@upmc.edu

