
NOSORH Annual Meeting 2018 Agenda 

Tuesday, October 16, 2018 

1:00 – 5:00 PM Joint Committee on Rural Emergency Care Learning Session – Teton Room  

5:00 – 6:00 PM New SORH Learning Session – Casper Room  

6:00 – 7:30 PM Reception with Sponsors – Grand Ballroom A & Reception A 
 

Wednesday, October 17, 2018 

7:00 – 9:00 AM BREAKFAST (PROVIDED) Grand Ballroom D 

7:30 – 8:30 AM REGISTRATION Wyoming Room Foyer 

8:30 – 8:45 AM Opening Remarks Teryl Eisinger, Executive Director 
NOSORH 

8:45 – 9:15 AM Welcome to Wyoming Sharla Allen, Manager 
Wyoming Office of Rural Health 

Thomas O. Forslund, Director 
Wyoming Department of Health 

Matt Mead, Governor 
State of Wyoming (invited) 

9:15 – 9:45 AM NOSORH Listening Session Teryl Eisinger, Executive Director 
NOSORH 

9:45 – 10:15 AM BREAK WITH VENDORS Grand Ballroom A & Reception A 
10:15 – 11:00 AM Federal Office of Rural Health Update Kristi Martinsen, Hospital State Division Director  

Michael Fallakhair CBD Deputy Director                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Suzanne Stack, Project Officer 

Federal Office of Rural Health Policy 
11:00 – 11:30 PM Awards Ceremony Facilitated by: 

Cathleen McElligott, Director, Massachusetts 
Office of Rural Health 

Margaret Brockman, Director, Nebraska Office of 
Rural Health 

11:30 – 12:00 PM Engaging Health Departments & Partnerships in the Landscape for Rural 
Population Health 

  Peter Holtgrave, MPH, MA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
Senior Director, Performance Improvement                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

National Association of County and City Health Officials       

12:00 – 1:30 PM LUNCH (PROVIDED) Grand Ballroom D 

1:30 – 2:15 PM Rural Health Alignment with Age - Friendly Communities 
                          

Kathy Black, Ph.D. Principal Investigator                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            
Age-Friendly Sarasota                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

Hartford Geriatric Social Work Faculty Scholar, Professor,                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
University of South Florida Sarosota-Manatee                                                                                                                                            

2:15 – 2:30 PM ROOM TRANSITION 

2:30 – 3:15 PM 1. Smart Small Hospital Transformation: Driving Satisfaction and Profit with 
Highly Effective Teams - Wind River Room 
 

 
2.     Making the Most of NRHD - Yellowstone Room 
 
 
 

3. Aging Group - Big Horn Room 
 

 
 
 

4. What do SORH Need to Know About Workforce – Wyoming Room  
 
 

5. Rural Health Network Development and Benchmarking for Performance 
Improvement - Sheridan Room 

James Martin, CEO, SigmaMed Solutions 
 
 
 

Sarah Haiser, Lead Creative Designer, Impact! 
Communications Inc. 

 
 

Scott Ekblad, Director, Oregon State Office of Rural Health  
Tammy Norville, Technical Assistance Director, NOSORH 

 
 

Chris Salyers, Education and Services Director 
NOSORH  

 
 

Michael Topchik, National Leader  
The Chartis Center for Rural Health                                                                                                                                                                                                                     

3:15 – 3:45 PM BREAK WITH VENDORS Grand Ballroom A & Reception A 



3:45 – 4:30 PM Resources to Support and Strengthen Rural Health Programs Michael Meit, Co-Director 
NORC Walsh Center for Rural Health 

Analysis 

4:30 – 5:00 PM NOSORH Membership Meeting and Wrap Up Melissa VanDyne, President  
Sharla Allen, Past President 

 Corie Kaiser, President-Elect 
 Kylie Nissen, Treasurer  

Crystal Barter, Secretary 
NOSORH 

5:00 PM Adjourn and Group Photo 

6:00 PM Optional Reception at Museum 

Thursday, October 18, 2018 

7:00 – 9:00 AM BREAKFAST (PROVIDED) Grand Ballroom D 

9:00 – 10:00 AM Keynote Address: A Global Quest for Better, Cheaper, and Fairer Rural Health T.R. Reid 

10:00 – 10:45 PM Policy Update Andrew Coats, Shareholder 
Hall Render Killian Heath and Lyman 

Lisa Davis, Director 
Pennsylvania State Office of Rural Health 

R. Scott Daniels, PhD, Flex Coordinator 
Hawaii State Office of Primary Care and Rural Health 

10:45 – 11:00 AM ROOM TRANSITION 

11:00 – 11:45 AM 1. Moving RHCs from Development to Quality - Wind River Room  

 
 
 

2. We Have that Here? Human Trafficking in Rural America and Rural Health 
System Response - Yellowstone Room 

 
 

3. State Insurance Coverage Initiatives - Latest Updates - Big Horn Room 
 

 
 
4. SORH Capacity Building: Benchmarking your SORH Proficiency Scores - 

Sheridan Room 

Kate Hill, Vice President Clinical Services 
The Compliance Team, Inc.   

Tracie Ingram, Rural Health Officer 
Louisiana Office of Rural Health 

 
Lisa Davis, Director and Outreach Associate Professor of 

Health Policy and Administration 
Pennsylvania Office of Rural Health 

 
Harvey Licht, Senior Associate 

Varela Consulting Group 
 
 

Chris Salyers, Education and Services Director,  
NOSORH  

11:45 – 1:00 PM LUNCH (PROVIDED) Grand Ballroom D 

1:00 – 1:45 PM Rural Health Roundtables– 
1.     Behavioral Health Facilitator – Alisa Druzba – Wind River Room  
2.     Mapping Tools Facilitator – Carley Marbot – Yellowstone Room 
3.     Opioids/Substance Abuse Facilitator – Kirby Lecy – Big Horn Room 

. 

1:45 – 2:00 PM Room Transition 

2:00 – 2:45 PM 1. Which Medical Schools are High Producers of Rural Primary Care 
Physicians and What Factors Explain                                                                                                                                                           
their Success? - Wind River Room  
 

2. The Interface Between Primary Care and Hospital Services: Improving 
Financial Performance - Yellowstone Room 

 
 

3. Working with Rural Veterans – SORH Successes – Big Horn Room  
 
 
4.     SORH Strategies for Working with M.A.T. Providers – Sheridan Room 

Davis Patterson, Research Assistant Professor 
Rural PREP / WWAMI Rural Health Research Center, 

University of Washington 
 

 Jonathan Pantenburg, Consultant 
Stroudwater 

 
 

Graham Adams, Chief Executive Officer 
 South Carolina Office of Rural Health 

 
Lynette Dickson, Associate Director, North Dakota Center for 

Rural Health 
Crystal Barter, Director of Performance Improvement, 

Michigan Center for Rural Health 
Kirby Lecy, SORH Program Coordinator 

Massachusetts Office of Rural Health 

2:45 – 3:00 PM ROOM TRANSITION 

3:00 – 3:45 PM Celebrating the Power of Rural Michelle Rathman, President and CEO                                          
Sara Haiser, Lead Creative Designer                             

 Impact! Communications, Inc. 
3:45 PM Wrap Up and 2019 Plans                                                                                                                                                                               

4:00 PM Adjourn 


