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• Nearly 23% of all Ohioans had a opioid 
prescription in 2015

• 2,607,263 persons
• 10,598,782 prescriptions 
• 684,229,538 doses

Source: State Board of Pharmacy, OARRS
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• Almost 33,000 cases of substance use 
disorders were diagnosed with women at their 
time of delivery between 2004 and 2015.

Source: Ohio Hospital Association
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• The 21st Century 
CURES Act was 
enacted by Congress 
in December 2016.

• It targeted $1 billion 
in funding for the 
opioid epidemic.
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• Promote the PAX Good Behavior game in 
schools across Ohio
• Conduct 33 regional trainings for up to 1,000 

teachers.
• Conduct 8 regional trainings for up to 120 

PAX partners
• Provide the web-based PAX application for all 

newly trained teachers
• Conduct a PAX booster training for up to 

2,000 existing PAX teachers.



• Promote the Botvin LifeSkill's Training program 
in middle and high schools
• 200 persons to be trained across the state

• Implement “community impact model for 
change” to launch and sustain up to 20 
organizations that will serve as the backbone to 
tackle the complex social problems of substance 
abuse in an effort to prevent opioid use, 
misuse, abuse and overdoes deaths



• Our goal is to make a seamless system of care in 
which a patient with opioid use disorder can 
enter and be treated by multiple professionals. 
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• Ohio’s physician workforce is sizable: 
• 40,655 allopathic physicians
• 6,164 osteopathic physicians

• Additionally there are physicians with training 
licenses in internship, residency, and clinical 
fellowship programs:
• 3,594 with an MD training certificate
• 1,071 with a DO training certificate



• Only 1,101 physicians were waivered to 
prescribe buprenorphine products as of January 
19, 2017.

• Most of these physicians were suspected to be 
in the behavioral health field because most 
prescribe up to their 30/100 limit of patients.





• Additional Problem: Patients seeking help may 
find behavioral health providers of medication 
assisted treatment, but it is rare to see 
someone quickly because of waiting lists.

• Solution: Other physician groups who normally 
see the patient for health visits or in crisis can 
be trained to provide interim MAT and support 
when needed. 
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• Physicians practicing in 47 Tier 1 and Tier 2 
communities will be encouraged to obtain their 
waiver. OHA, managed care organizations 
(MCPs), and others will assist in recruitment.
• Live trainings will be conducted by ASAM and 

OhioMHAS staff
• Trainings will be 1.5 days and physicians will be 

reimbursed for their time lost
• Free online trainings will be available for physicians 

in other parts of the state



• Training will also be provided to help existing 
waivered physicians increase their competency 
with ASAM guidelines. 
• Ten live ASAM trainings for 40 persons each will be 

held in Tier 1 counties
• Free online trainings will be provided concerning 

ASAM multidimensional assessments and ASAM 
levels of care in other parts of the state



• Development of expertise among newly 
waivered prescribers through ECHO model
• Year 1: Mentorship ECHO for physicians that meets 

once a week for three months per cohort
• Year 2: Mentorship ECHO for APNs and PAs that 

meets once a week for three months per cohort



• Continuing education for specialist prescribers 
with a weekly ECHO that varies content 
throughout the month
• Week 1: General topics on opioid abuse and 

dependence relevant to prescribers (e.g., 
motivational interviewing and retention) 

• Week 2: Emergency department physicians
• Week 3: Primary care physicians
• Week 4: Obstetric physicians 



• Develop 21-part curricula by a panel of experts 
that promotes understanding of MAT, substance 
abuse, and vicarious trauma. 

• Fundamentals of Addiction
• Getting a Physician Practice Ready to Use the Waiver
• Prescribing Best Practices Basics of MAT 
• MAT in Obstetric Settings 
• MAT and Non-Prescribing Professionals
• Managing Pain in Patients with Opioid Use Disorders 
• Vicarious Trauma Overview
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• Critical to engage hospital emergency 
departments because these institutions are a 
major point of contact after an overdose 
episode

• MAT induction and care coordination will 
decrease the frequency patient’s treat hospital 
emergency departments as revolving doors.



• The 21st Century CURES act will offer hospitals 
the opportunity to enhance care for persons 
with addiction disorders.

• Our goals in hospitals are to:
• Build addiction expertise in your workforce
• Increase Data 2000 waivered physicians 
• Train staff to identify persons with an addiction 

disorder using SBIRT
• Help hospitals coordinate care for persons with an 

addiction disorder



• Adopt emergency department induction of MAT
• Grants will be awarded to 11 hospitals in the 

first year of CURES funding and 30 hospitals 
in the second year of CURES funding.

• Funds will be used for targeted case 
managers that can refer appropriate patients 
to treatment for substance use disorder.





• Governor Kasich funded a 
$4.2 million MOMS 
project with four MOMS 
programs between 2014 
and June 2016. The 
project focused on the 
treatment of pregnant 
women with opioid use 
disorder. 



• Goals included:
• Identifying best practices to develop a clinical and 

patient toolkit;
• Implementing a maternal care home model to 

coordinate care for expectant mothers with wrap-
around services;

• Establishing a quality improvement structure to 
share and discuss best practices, quarterly clinical 
learning sessions, and individual coaching calls; and

• Developing a rapid cycle feedback loop for sites to 
continuously monitor and improve services



• Compared to the Medicaid comparison cohort, MOMS 
pilot site participants:
• Received more prenatal care visits
• Received more behavioral health services during 

pregnancy and after delivery
• Were more likely to receive MAT during pregnancy 

and after delivery
• Had fewer foster care placements and fewer cases 

of substantiated or indicated abuse and neglect



• OhioMHAS will be funding six MOMS programs 
each year of the grant (12 total). 

• Opioid treatment programs (OTPs) will be able 
to apply for funding to become hubs for 
women’s treatment before and after delivery of 
the infant.

• OTPs will expand their current census to serve 
at least 55 pregnant women per year per 
program.
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