Nebraska Hospitals Using Paramedics

· Crete Area Medical Center (Crete, NE)

Crete Area Medical Center utilizes paramedics in the emergency department. The Center has an agreement with the City of Crete’s ambulance service to provide a paramedic on the city’s ambulance when the ambulance service is doing inter-facility patient transfers from the Crete Area Medical Center to other facilities. Paramedics are on call 24 hours with one paramedic working 3 p.m. to 11 p.m. in the emergency department. This cooperative agreement between the hospital and ambulance service began September 1, 2009.

· Thayer County Health Services (Hebron, NE)

Thayer County Health Services utilizes a paramedic in the emergency department. The hospital has a cooperative agreement with Thayer County Ambulance Service to provide a paramedic for Inter-facility patient transfers from Thayer County Health Services to other facilities. This cooperative agreement and utilization of the paramedic is just over one year old.

· Garden County Health Services (Oshkosh, NE)

Garden County Health Services utilizes a paramedic in the emergency department. This paramedic also manages and staffs the Garden County ambulance service, which is based out of the hospital. The paramedic provides 911 and inter-facility patient transport. This is a county hospital and ambulance service. The hospital manages the ambulance service for the county. This agreement has been in place for over five years.

· Kimball Health Services (Kimball, NE)

Kimball Health Services utilizes a paramedic in its emergency department. It provides a paramedic for advanced life support patient inter-facility transport. The hospital has a cooperative agreement with Kimball County Ambulance Service to provide the paramedic for the ambulance service. Kimball Health Services has a unique agreement with Kimball County Ambulance Service. The hospital has an advanced life support license while the county has a basic life support license. Since the hospital is licensed as an advanced life support service it can provide paramedic services on the county ambulance. This agreement has been in place for over five years.

· Phelps Memorial Health Center (Holdrege, NE)

Phelps Memorial Health Center utilizes paramedics in its emergency department for over five years. Phelps Memorial Health Center has a licensed advanced life support ambulance service that does patient inter-facility transfers and some 911 tiering with rural ambulance services. 

· Memorial Health Center (Sidney, NE)

Memorial Health Center utilizes paramedics in its emergency department. The hospital is in partnership with the city of Sidney, Cheyenne County and Region West Medical Center in Scottsbluff to provide inter-facility patient transport and 911-ambulance service for the city of Sidney and Cheyenne County. This partnership has been in affect for over five years.

· Nemaha County Hospital (Auburn, NE) and Community Medical Center, Inc. (Falls City, NE)

These two hospitals have partnered to form an ambulance service called Pro-Med over five-years-ago. They each utilize paramedics in the emergency departments and have ambulances based at each hospital. They provide inter-facility patient transport for their own facility and four other hospitals in the region. They also provide 911 tiering for some rural ambulance services in the counties the two hospitals are located.

· Good Samaritan Health Systems (Kearney, NE)

Good Samaritan Health Systems is not a critical access hospital but has utilized paramedics in its hospital for over 10-years. It has a licensed ambulance service that provides 911 patient transports for the City of Kearney and tiering for rural ambulance services in five county areas. The ambulance service also provides inter-facility transport for the hospital and a number of critical access hospitals in the area. The hospital receives no subsidy from the City of Kearney or Buffalo County to provide 911 patient transports.

· Valley County Ambulance Service (Ord, NE)

The VCHS employs four paramedics within the CAH. Two ambulances are generally available. The paramedics work in the emergency department; conduct cardiac stress tests; perform endotracheal intubations in the hospital when anesthesia staff are not available; restock supplies and drugs; assist with suturing, casting and back boarding; and, they move patients within the facility. The paramedics provide discharge instructions for patients that are treated in the ED but are not admitted as inpatients, and they call patients the day after ED discharge to make sure they understood their discharge instructions and any medications that were prescribed.

