
1

www.raconline.org

Introduction to the Rural Assistance 
Center: A Resource and Partner

NOSORH Annual 
Conference: New 
SORH Learning 
Session

October 28, 2013

Kristine Sande, 
RAC Program Director

What RAC Does…

• Help rural 
communities access 
the full range of  
available programs, 
funding, and research

• Provide easy access to 
information gathered 
from many sources

www.raconline.org

RAC Partners

Funded by the HRSA Office of  
Rural Health Policy
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Is This You?

RAC Can Help!

www.raconline.org

Who Uses RAC Services?

Anyone seeking to maintain and improve 
the access, quality, and financial viability 
of  rural health and human service 
delivery systems.

Our Advisory Board

• Alan Morgan, NRHA

• Teryl Eisinger, NOSORH

• Jan  Probst, SC RHRC

• Tom Martin,  Lincoln 
Hospital

• Joe Gallegos, NACHC

• Donald Warne, NDSU

• Vaughn Clark, OK Office of 
Community Development

• Jenae Bjelland, NASCSP

• Larry Goolsby, APHSA

• Len Kaye, UMaine Center on 
Aging

• Maeghan Gilmore, NACO
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www.raconline.org

RAC Services

• Web-Based Services 
http://www.raconline.org

• Electronic Updates           
Subscribe on our website

• Customized Assistance        
Phone: 1.800.270.1898                                
E-mail: info@raconline.org

• Facebook and Twitter Updates

RAC Website – www.raconline.org

Our  Web and Graphics Team

Julie, Maren, Barry, Joely, and Nicole
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Funding opportunities

• 40% requests

• 500 new or updated

• 1200 total opportunities

Becca

Sources:

• Government, foundations

• Statewide, regional, national

• Grants.gov

• Foundation Directory
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Topic Guides
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State Guides

Testing New Approaches

1. Frontier Extended 
Stay Clinics (FESC)

2. Frontier Community Health 
Integration Program (FCHIP)

http://www.raconline.org/new-approaches/

Highlights demonstration 
programs:
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Demonstrating Need & Impact

Am I Rural?
http://ims2.missouri.edu/rac/amirural/

RAC Maps

Economic Impact Analysis Tool

EIA Tool - Report
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EIA Tool - Report

Rural Community Health Gateway

Evidence-Based Toolkits

• Community Health Workers

• Obesity Prevention

• Oral Health 

• Mental Health and Substance Abuse
– Soon to be added

• Care Coordination (2014)

• Health Promotion (2014)
• http://www.raconline.org/communityhealth/obesity/
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Models and Innovations Hub

Classifying Interventions



10

Models and Innovations Hub

HIT Toolkit

Provides federal resources to help guide rural 
health facilities and providers through the different 
aspects of HIT including: 
• Planning and implementation tools 
• Technical assistance 
• Funding 
• Case studies 
• Capital resources 
• Success stories 
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RAC Electronic Updates

Rural Monitor newsletter
Primary Distribution: over 5,400

Health Updates
Bi-Monthly
Over 5,000 subscribers

Human Services 
Updates

Monthly
Over 3,800 subscribers

Naomi



12

Customized 
Assistance

www.raconline.org

AubreyAubreyAubreyKathyKathyKathy

Information Specialists

MaryMary HollyHollyHolly

“I appreciate your help- I could not 
have done this without RAC!”

“I think you are wonderful. The best ever 
place to get information for rural America.”

“I feel like I’ve hit the jackpot! 
Thanks for your assistance!”

What People Are Saying…
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Piecing It All Together

Photo Credit: 
www.diaryofaquilter.com

www.raconline.org

How you can collaborate with RAC

• Use RAC to help you do your work and help 
communities in your state

• Suggest resources, success stories, funding

• Tell us about news and events going on within 
your state or organization

• Tell us about your top issues and information 
needs

• Contribute to State and Topic Guides

• Offer to share your expertise

Spread the Word

Sue & Cathy
www.raconline.org/collaborate

• Link to RAC
• Share RAC resources
• Reprint articles
• Have RAC staff  speak
• Order brochures, pens, notepads & 

lanyards
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www.raconline.org

Contact, Connect, & Stay Informed

Phone: 1-800-270-1898

Email: info@raconline.org

Hours: Monday-Friday, 8AM-5PM Central

Website:   http://www.raconline.org

@racnews, @racdocuments, 
@racfunding, @racevents

facebook.com/RAConline

raconline.org/rss/


