
 

NOSORH Annual Meeting 2016 
Draft Agenda 

Tuesday, September 6th, 2016 
 

5:00 – 6:00 PM New SORH Learning Session 

6:00 – 8:00 PM Reception – Sports Theme 

Wednesday, September 7th, 2016 
6:00 – 9:00 AM Breakfast (provided) 
7:30 – 8:30 AM Registration 
8:30 – 9:00 AM Welcome  Monica Bharel, MD, MPH, Commissioner 

Massachusetts Department of Public Health 
Cathleen McElligott, Director 

Massachusetts Office of Rural Health 
Teryl Eisinger, Executive Director 

NOSORH 
9:00 – 10 AM Keynote Address & Town Hall Dr. Don Berwick, MD, MPP, Former Administrator, CMS 

Founding CEO, Institute for Healthcare Improvement 
10:00 – 10:30 AM BREAK 
10:30 – 11:15AM Federal Office of Rural Health Policy Update Tom Morris 

Keith Midberry 
Federal Office of Rural Health Policy 

11:15 – 12:00 PM Awards Ceremony  
 

Facilitated by: 
Margaret Brockman, Director 

Nebraska Office of Rural Health 
Cathleen McElligott Director 

Massachusetts Office of Rural Health  
12:00– 1:15 PM LUNCH (provided) 
1:15 – 2:15 PM Health Law and Hill Update Brian Bauer 

John Williams 
Hall Render 

2:15 – 2:30 PM Break – Room Transition  
2:30 - 3:15 PM Tracks:  

Learning  
Rural Health Clinics and Patient Centered Medical Homes: An 
Easier Way  
Growing  
How SORHs Use Data 
 
 
Collaborating 
Workforce Resources  
 
 
 
Innovating 
Health Literacy 

 
 

Kate Hill – The Compliance Team(invited)  
 
 

Penny Black – Wisconsin SORH 
Lara Brooks – Oklahoma SORH 

Chris Collins – NC SORH 
 

Mike Shimmens – 3RNet 
Keith Clark – NV SORH 
Kirby Lecy – MA SORH 

Ashley Mills – CO SORH 
 

Invited 

3:15 – 3:30 PM BREAK  
3:30 – 4:15 PM Tracks:  

Learning  
The Mental Health System We Need – 
Growing  
Working with Health Systems 
Collaborating 
Rural Relevance Study: Vulnerability to Value  
Innovating 

 
The Kennedy Forum (invited) 

 
Inivted 

 
Michael Topchik  

iVantage (invited) 
 Patricia DiPadova and Alisa Druzba,  



 

Developing a Rural Health Clinic Network: A New Hampshire Case 
Study 

New Hampshire Rural Health & Primary Care 
(invited) 

4:15 – 4:30 PM  Break – Room Transition  
4:30 – 5:00 PM NOSORH Membership Meeting 

 
Scott Daniels, NOSORH President 
Kylie Nissen, NOSORH Treasurer 

Mary Sheridan, NOSORH Past-President 
Sharla Allen, NOSORH President-Elect 

5:00 PM Adjourn and Group Photo  
6:00 PM Optional Networking Dinner  

Thursday, September 8th, 2016 
6:00 – 9:00 AM Breakfast (provided)  
8:30 – 9:15 AM SAMHSA Resources for Rural Communities Kathryn Powers 

SAMHSA 
9:15 – 9:30 AM Room Transition  

9:30 – 10:15 AM Roundtable Discussion Groups 
 
Finding Rural Relevant Data 
Facilitator: Penny Black 
 
Strategies for SORH Doing Technical Assistance for MACRA 
Facilitator: John Barnas and Chrystal Barter 
 
Communications Strategies for SORH 
Facilitator: Kirby Lecy 
 
Workforce:  Graduate Medical Education 
Facilitator: Natalie Claiborne 
 
Population Health: Place Matters 
Facilitator: Gregg Kishaba 
 

  

10:15 – 10:45 AM BREAK  
10:45 – 11:30 AM 

 
Exploring Global Budgets and All-Payer Rate Setting 
Approaches:  How Does It Impact Rural Providers  

Alana Knudson (invited) 
NORC Walsh Center  

11:30 – 12:15 PM Impact of System Changes on Rural Communities: What’s a 
SORH to do? 

Harvey Licht 
Varela Consulting Group   

12:15 – 1:30 PM LUNCH (provided) 
1:30 – 1:45 PM Update and Take-Away’s from Rural Health Data Summit   John Eich, Director 

Wisconsin Office of Rural Health 
1:45 – 2:30 PM  Rural Hospital Transition Framework  Eric Shell (invited) 

Stroudwater 
2:30 – 2:45 PM Break  
2:45 – 3:30 PM A Conversation with Foundations  Invited 
3:30 - 4:15 PM ASTHO: Place Matters  

 
 

4:15 – 4:30 PM Wrap up – Evaluations 
 

 

Friday, September 9th, 2016 

Post-Conference Learning Sessions 

 

8:00 AM - noon Joint Committee on Rural Emergency Care Learning Session   

 


